Abundant Life in Christ by Jeremiah, James T.
James T. Jeremiah 
Abundant Life in Christ 
May 9, 1976 
 
Abundant Life in Christ_5_9_76 Evening (Completed  05/11/21) 
Transcript by Rev.com 
Page 1 of 8 
 
Transcript 
James T. Jeremiah: 
The abundant life is the Christian life. The Lord Jesus Christ has made ample provision for His people and 
we need not go along through life as spiritual beggars or spiritual paupers. We have the riches of His 
grace and that ought to be sufficient for everything. One of the great passages of scripture that remind 
us of the riches of the believer, the abundant life, is found in first Peter and we seldom tire reading it. 
It's the first chapter. It tells something of our position in the Lord Jesus Christ, where He speaks about 
His abundant mercy. Where He's begotten us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. And here are some of the abundant things He provides for us. Inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, that fades not away, reserved in heaven for us. All of that is glorious and we delight in 
shouting the praises of the Lord as we think about this inheritance we have. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And then read on that we are kept by the power of God ready to be revealed in the last day. Not only 
does He have an inheritance that He reserves in heaven for us, but He is reserving us for the inheritance 
he has reserved for us. And you can count on it my Christian brother and sister. One glorious day the 
inheritance and the inheritor will meet. He will see to it that we do. Now, all of this is glorious and 
wonderful, but in that passage of scripture, the word of God has something else to say that maybe will 
cast a little shadow over it all. For He says, "Wherein we greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if 
need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold trials." Isn't it interesting that the abundant life has 
abundant trials? The abundant life has manifold testings. I was reading a verse some time ago on the 
scriptures, out of the same book of first Peter and the writer said, "Think it not strange concerning the 
fiery trials that are to try you as though some strange thing happened unto you, think it not strange." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
As though James the apostle who wrote that wonderful book bearing his name may have tried to keep 
competition with his brother Simon Peter. [inaudible 00:02:38] he said, count it all joy when you fall into 
divers temptations or divers trials. One said, think it not strange. The other one said, count it all joy, and 
Peter talks about manifold trials that go along with this great life which Jesus Christ has given us 
abundantly. I think it can be said without any fear of contradiction, successfully at least, that along with 
this matter of having the abundant life there are along with it some trials and some testings that are 
unavoidable. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I was saved as a 19 year-old kid. I was sort of an agnostic kind of a teenager. I was saved by reading the 
Gospel of John, incidentally, and I rejoice in hearing what I did tonight, that you're going to be studying 
that book. You cannot study the Gospel of John with an open heart and an open mind without coming 
face-to-face with your need of Christ and recognize that He is able to meet that need. As soon as I 
became a Christian from that day until now, I have had trials. Fact of the matter is, I had more after I 
became a Christian than I did before. I guess the reason is before I trusted the Lord, the devil and I were 
going the same direction and he wasn't bothered about me so much until Christ came into my heart. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
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And I think this is the testimony of almost everybody who knows anything about the Lord at all. The 
Christian has no immunity from trials and I think we ought to recognize this. Philippians 1:29 reminds us 
that, "Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on his name, but to suffer for his 
sake." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Now this story, this record of this miracle given to us in the Gospel of Mark is an illustration of what I 
want to present to you tonight. These disciples had experienced something of the abundance of the 
blessing of God on their lives for we read in verse 34, "When they were alone, He expounded all things 
to His disciples." This is the secret of God's abundance to us, to be alone with Him. Had Him expound the 
scripture, something as he did to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. Having left Jerusalem after 
the crucifixion. These two disciples, you recall, were very disturbed and distressed and they walked 
alongside sadly and the Lord Jesus appeared to them. He opened their eyes. He opened the scriptures. 
He opened their understanding and they cried out with joy. Did not our hearts burn within us while He 
talked with us by the way. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
He expounded unto them the scriptures. And they came to understand something of the abundance of 
the life which he came to provide for them. Now, these disciples were commanded, not just a 
suggestion. They were commanded to get into the boat and go out on the sea of Galilee and head for 
the other side. No sooner had they set out on the trial upon the journey across the sea of Galilee, 
perhaps halfway across, then a storm of unbelievable intensity came upon the sea and almost took their 
lives. This is an illustration of what we we're facing in our time as believers. One way or another, for the 
sea is a symbol of the world in which we live. Symbol of the nations. As the scriptures pointed out in 
other places, and in this world we shall have tribulation. Jesus said, the same savior who said, "I have 
come that you might have life, you might have it more abundantly." Also said, "In the world you shall 
have tribulation, but be a good cheer. I have overcome the world." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Now, the sea of Galilee is one of the most remarkable places in all the world, at least it seems that way 
to me. There are hundreds of lakes in the United States that would outdistance the sea of Galilee in size 
and in beauty, probably in fish, I'm not sure. But there aren't any lakes, any seas in the United States, in 
the world quite like this one. It's about 700 feet below sea level. It's surrounded by mountains. Great 
Mount Hermon on the north and the Golan Heights as you look north in the lower part of the lake on 
your right, and then the left the Mount Arbel, and it has interesting kind of climate. You go to Mount 
Hermon and there's snow, come down to the sea of Galilee below sea level, it is almost tropical. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And one of the things that is strange about it, different about it, is that a storm can come on the sea, this 
little sea, almost immediately. Reminds me a lot of a Christian. We have our heights, we have our low 
places in life as believers and don't ever get anyone let you believe, not even the more pious who talk 
about this, that they never have any troubles, never have any little spots in their experience, that they're 
just going along an even keel living on the mountain all the time. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
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You just better travel with them awhile and see just where they go all the time and see how well they 
travel because there are some mountain experiences and there are some low places. And I presume the 
combination of the two have something to do with the storms that come. Maybe they do, at least it 
would seem so in the sea of Galilee at any rate. As we examine this miracle tonight, I want to do it under 
two or three headings so that we can point out some lessons about the trials, the manifold trials and the 
abundant life and the Christian life. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
First of all, let's think for a moment about the intensity of that storm. What really made the storm so 
great? Well, to begin with the hour was late. In verse 35 it tells us so clearly that the same day when the 
even was come, I have a feeling that they were out in the sea of Galilee at nighttime. They had worked 
all day served all day and now they're out on the sea. In the middle of the night, it was dark. Trials and 
testings always seem more difficult at night. They always seem difficult when you can't see your way 
through, but that's the way the Christian life is. The word of God makes it very clear that we believer's 
are to walk by faith and not by sight. And we can't walk by sight and by faith at the same time. And 
when the trials come at night, when the things around us can't be understood and it's nighttime, the 
storm, it seems, to be more intense. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Another thing that I think is true that would make the storm greater. The people were gone, they were 
lonely. They were out of the sea by themselves. It's a little easier to face the trials when you're meeting 
with God's people in a congregation, such as this, and you have friends around you that can support you 
in the times of your testing. But when you're lonely and loneliness accompanies darkness, the trial 
becomes even more intense. We walk by faith, not by sight. The apostle Paul knew something of what it 
meant to be lonely. You think about him in that maritime prison in Rome. And he writes to Timothy, no 
man stood with me, all men forsook me. But then he adds triumphantly, the Lord stood with me. 
Loneliness is a battle and a problem that only God in heaven by his grace can solve. And there are many 
lonely Christians in the world. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
You don't believe it, you take time out of your busy schedule and visit some rest homes. You take time 
out of your busy life and go to the hospitals. You'll meet some of the elderly people, who have been set 
aside because they're no longer able to serve. And they know the meaning of loneliness and for 
whatever it may mean, one of these days, some of us are likely to be where they are and it will do us 
well to understand something of the intensity of their storm. Another reason why it was an intense 
storm and all of this is because the savior was asleep. The Bible tells us in verse 38, the Lord Jesus Christ 
was asleep on a pillow and he was in the back of the boat. And here, these disciples were out on the 
middle of the sea, trying to battle the storm. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And the savior was asleep. Extreme circumstances sometimes make us forget his presence. They had the 
problem that we all have. They saw the storm. They didn't see the savior. Well, let me point out to you 
my friend. It's better to have the Lord Jesus Christ on board your ship thinking he's asleep and not 
having him on board at all. And some of you here without Jesus Christ as your savior tonight have your 
trials. He's not even on board your ship. The Lord Jesus, didn't let these disciples sink and die. Another 
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reason why this storm was intense is because they were physically tired. Can you imagine serving with a 
savior from the break of dawn in the morning, all through the day. And it's implied in the scripture that 
precedes it, that the Lord Jesus was teaching His disciples. And they were with Him all day long. Some 
folks, can't endure a couple of hours service on Sunday morning or Sunday night. They were preaching 
and hearing it all day. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
They were tired. And when we're physically tired, the trials seem greater and tiredness is a part of 
human frailties. And everyone who is human has fatigue. And they had some. And they were looking at 
that storm, out of bodies that were tired from the long hours of physical work. I am sure that one of the 
reasons why the storm seemed so intense too, is because the boat was sinking. The boat was now filling 
up. Looking at it from a human standpoint, theirs was a hopeless situation, but such a cause such an 
opportunity with a hopeless situation gives our Lord Jesus Christ an opportunity to do great things. 
There is a philosophy of life in the world that you solve your problems in the extremities of your trials, 
by doing strange and unbelievable things. Several years ago, I enrolled in a course in Miami University 
extension in our, in our city of Dayton, not so far from us. It was a course on Ohio history. And it was 
amazing because not very much was said in the class about Ohio history. We got off on all kinds of 
tangents, never related to the course, except when he was dictating his notes that had already been 
written prior to this on yellow paper. So there would be no possibility of aging. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Anyhow, he was talking one day about the trials. What do you do, he said, when you come to the end of 
yourself? And prior to this he had examined me to see where I was from and what I was doing. I 
remember this professor looked at the cards of the day of enrollment and he saw my name. And then he 
saw Cedarville. And I decided I'd paid my tuition. And I was going to make him work for what he was 
getting. He started out by saying, you're from Cedarville? I said, yes sir. What do you do there? I work in 
one of the schools. We have two. He said, what are you doing in the school? I said, I work in the 
administration. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
What school are you in? I said, the college. What do you do in the college? I'm in the administration. 
What are you doing in the administration? I'm the president. He pulled his glasses over his PhD nose and 
he said, are you a man of the cloth? That in the language that I must interpret is, are you a preacher? I 
said, yes sir. Later on, he said, in this class, my friend, you're going to be shocked. Well, you'll see I 
wasn't a kid any longer. I'd been shocked before by a lot of people. And I told him that I didn't think he 
had anything to shock me. And that made it very interesting because then he tried, you see? And we 
had some interesting experiences along the way. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
On this one occasion, he was talking about the matter of people coming to the end of themselves. He 
said, what do you do, Jeremiah when you come to the end of yourself? Well, I thought I'd asked him a 
question to get time, to think of what to say, you know. I said, you mean when the bottom drops out of 
everything? he said, yes, I mean when the bottom drops out of everything. I said, sir, I have one only one 
solution to that problem when I face it and I've faced it. And that is to seek the face of God and pray. 
That poor fellow almost lost his tonsils, his teeth, his hair, and every other part of him that wouldn't be 
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quite necessary. He was shocked. He didn't know what to say. He blubbered around. Finally went onto 
the next point we went onto the rest of the class. Came back the next week. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
The very first thing he said. The opening of the class we were discussing when we finished what we do 
when we come to the end of ourselves. And when the bottom drops out of everything and we heard 
that some people pray and seek God. He said, most people I know cuss and take God's name in vain. I 
thought to myself, yes, that's what you do when you don't have Christ. That's what you do when you 
don't have any hope. And in that man's expression and he's now in eternity and he knows better That 
man's expression expressed the hopelessness of the humanistic philosophy of our time with no hope 
beyond this life and no hope nor help in this life. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
But I am glad to tell you friend, when you're on the storm on the sea of Galilee or the sea of Latonia or 
the sea of Cincinnati, wherever the sea is. It's great to know there's a God who is onboard your ship. 
Who is going to help you through the times of trial. The storm was intense. Thank God for his presence. 
Let me mention in the light of this something about the security of the sailors. I suspect that as they 
were onboard ship, that little boat, they asked themselves is the Lord really with us. And they could 
answer, I'm sure if they thought long enough, Yes he is. He gives assurance in other places. I will never 
leave thee or forsake thee. I'll be with you. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Then I suppose, out there in the middle of that lake, that was boisterous with a storm, they could cry 
out. Shall I reach the other side? Yes, you will. He said in the beginning, let us go to the other side. And 
at the chapter five, it says they came over unto the other side. God's son didn't intend to send these 
disciples out in the middle of that sea to go down in it. He sent them in it to go across it and they arrived 
on the other side. Thank God for the way,our savior takes care of his people in the day in which we live. 
As you think about this matter of the savior, taking them across the sea, I'm reminded of another story 
in the new testament where the sheep was lost out in the wilderness. And the shepherd went out in 
search of it. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
He found it. He put it upon his shoulders. He took it out of the wilderness. And the implication is he 
brought it home. I have some friends whose theology would make it read something like this. Jesus 
found the sheep in the wilderness. He brought it to the edge of it out of the danger zone. Put it down on 
its four little feet and said little sheepy, you make it home the best way you can from here on out. That 
isn't the theology of the new Testament. That isn't the doctrine of the Bible, because the Savior who 
came to save us and to give us the abundant life in Christ said, I give unto them eternal life. And they 
shall never perish. I want to take you for a moment to an Old Testament text. And if you have 
dispensational problems with this, and I might add I'm a dispensationalist. Don't let it worry you too 
much, even though it does apply primarily to Israel. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I want to read a verse in the light of the security of these disciples in the middle of the sea that I think 
will help you. Isaiah 43, verse two. And if you mark your Bibles, mark at least one word in this text. 
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"When Thou passes through the waters, I will be with thee and through the rivers they shall not 
overflow thee. When thou walkest through the fire, thou shall not be burned. Neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee." God is saying to his people, Israel, I'll take care of you and see you through. And what 
he has said to them, he'll say to the child of God today. It's great to have that confidence in a day like 
this, my friend, Do you have it? The trials have come your way and the storm is heavy. Difficulties are 
surrounding you and the decisions are impossible. Do you have someone to whom you can turn for 
wisdom, for peace, for help, for security? Let's never forget it now, the trials of these disciples came in 
response to their obedience. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Every once in a while, I hear somebody seeking to challenge young people by telling them if you trust 
Jesus, you won't have any problems. Now there's only one thing about that, that I like to say it isn't true. 
Other than that, I don't think there's anything else to say. You will have them, but you'll have a Savior 
who can take you through. Can see you through them. Not under them, buried under them, lost under 
them, but through them. Now if all this is true, why did the Lord Jesus Christ send these disciples out 
there anyway? Did he know a storm was coming? Yes, he did. Could have he routed them around the 
lake? Probably. Could he have waited for a better time when the storm was no longer on the verge? Yes 
he could, but why in the world did he send them across the sea? 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Let me give you some reasons. Same reason he's putting you through the sea. Putting you through the 
times of trial in your abundant life. Whether your inheritance that fades not away, reserved in heaven, 
but along with it, the manifold trials that come. He did it primarily, I think at least, to start with, to 
strengthen their faith. The word of God says in Luke 8:25, "Where is your faith?" As he asked the 
question. Peter must've had this in mind because later in one of his books, he wrote the trial of your 
faith is precious. You know, the reason why some of us don't have any more faith. We haven't used the 
faith God's given us and faith doesn't increase by praying for it. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by 
the word of God and if we Christians want more faith to do more for the glory of God we better read his 
word and obey it and trust him. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
The only way it will be strengthened is to be obedient. These disciples would never have had this 
experience had they given the average line of excuses a lot of Christians give when God speaks to them 
about doing something. They'd said, Lord, it's too late tonight. I'm tired. I worked all day. Been a tough 
time working there with you, Lord. You're a tough taskmaster. You make us work so long. I don't think I 
can make it across that sea and row my boat over there. I just don't think I can make it. They didn't do 
that. They obeyed. They obeyed under trial and he tested their faith. He did it to reveal his power. Show 
us who he is. Oh yes. He's a man asleep in the back part of the boat unnoticed by his disciples, but he's 
still the son of God who can calm the sea, bring peace to their hearts. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
His power is manifest. And I'm sure this, God puts us through the testing times in order that he might 
manifest his power in our lives to his glory and to the blessing of others. This may sound strange tonight, 
but I think he put them out on that boat, told them to go across, permitted the storm to come in order 
to show his love. Whom the Lord loveth He chastenth and scourges every son whom he receiveth. 
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Sometimes we think that God is in the spanking business because he doesn't like us. God spanks us 
because he does. God puts us through the trial and the testings because he loves us. He loved those 
disciples. He loved them dearly and he shows this love by permitting them to come. I have a little note 
here that says only sons suffer. The only son to suffer in this fashion. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Sinners suffer too. I want to talk about that in a minute. These disciples suffered because he loved them. 
I think he did it also to show his concern for others beside these disciples and to give them an 
opportunity to minister to others. You notice there's a little phrase in Mark's account of this that is 
intriguing and why he put it in here. I'm sure it's for a reason. In verse 36, it says there were also with 
him other little ships. Let me ask you a question. When the storm came, did these little ships, did they 
have the storm too? Yes, they did. God didn't just put that storm out there for that one ship going across 
the sea of Galilee. Other little ships knew the storm. Did these other little ships enjoy the peace that 
Jesus brought to the disciples? Yes, they did. God doesn't comfort us to be comfortable. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
He comforts us to be comforting. God doesn't permit us to go through the trials just to say, we've been 
through the trials. He does it, that we might be better Christian. Might have a greater ministry. We 
might have something else to say to somebody, the other little ships that need our help. These other 
people went through the same storm and could have had the impossible answered if it had not been for 
them. You ever stop to think my Christian brother or sister in Christ, how much your testimony for Jesus 
may mean in the lives of some other people that you haven't yet touched with that testimony. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Just to know that something's happened to you by the grace of God and brought you through a testing 
time may be the means of reaching somebody else for Jesus. Somebody else that has not yet been 
reached. Now the calming of the sea by the Savior is significant. We're told in the Old Testament and the 
Psalms in Psalm 93, verse four, "the Lord on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than 
the mighty waves of the sea." The Lord Jesus muzzled the sea. Hush, be still, he said to the wind. He 
muzzled it, controlled it. He restored the calm. So you say what's so wonderful about that. Well, it is 
wonderful in a lot of ways. There were three miracles performed here. Miracle number one, he muzzled 
the wind. Turned it off. Say, how could he do it? Well, he is the creator of all things. Why wouldn't he do 
it? If it so pleased him to do it, he did it. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
But I suspect you wouldn't be in a boat on a sea with a storm raging and having the wind suddenly stop 
without having a continuation of the wave. When the Lord Jesus stopped the storm, he immediately 
calmed the sea. Miracle number two. But miracle number three is found in what happened in the lives 
of these disciples. For after they had witnessed this, they said, "What manner of man is this? That even 
the wind and the sea obey him?" You mean to say that the wind and the sea obey God? Yes. Strange 
isn't it. The wind and the sea sometime seem to be a better obedient servants to the God of all power 
then some of his created beings called human. God speaks to his creatures. In that same sea, there was 
once a fish with a silver coin in its mouth, and God spoke to one of his disciples to go fish for it. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
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And he directed that fish to that disciple's hook or net or whatever. He must've spoken to it. Back in the 
old Testament, there was a prophet of God who found himself conducting his own private Bible 
conference. After running away from announcing to Ahab that he was going to be in the midst of a 
drought. Down there in the far away spot alone by the brook with his back up against the tree, just 
enjoying things. God sent food to him by a raven. No, I wouldn't want to eat food delivered to me by a 
black, old, dirty raven. You're back there without any foods. You wouldn't be too hard to get along with 
if you're hungry. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And I'd rather have God deliver food to me by a raven to whom he's spoken than try to get it some other 
way without God being in the plan. God spoke to a raven. God spoke to a donkey in the Old Testament. 
God spoke to animals and directed them. The difficult thing for me to understand is how he has such an 
awful time talking to us. Even the sea, the winds obey him. A miracle in their hearts. Let me close with 
saying this. These disciples were in the midst of trial and testing and storms because they were obedient 
to Jesus Christ. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
They obeyed and they were tried. 
 
